
SUMMER READING 
Duchesne High School 

Overview 
On the following pages, you will find the reading assignments required for each of the 
English courses offered in the 2019-2020 school year. We will begin the school year 
with an exploration of these readings. The first assignments will also be rooted in your 
summer reading.  As you read, please consult the discussion questions included on this 
sheet. (Incoming  seniors, please note that your reading assignments are dependent 
upon your first semester class.  If you are unsure which English class you are taking 
first semester, please consult your schedule, or read all of the assignments.) 



9th Grade: Literature and Composition 
Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell 

“Why do some people succeed far more than others?” Malcolm Gladwell, acclaimed au-
thor and statistician, seeks to answer this question and delves into the science behind 
success. Gladwell examines elements such as one’s family, one’s birthplace, and even 
one’s birthdate as complex and essential factors that contribute to high levels of suc-
cess. Read up to chapter 8: Rice Paddies and Math Tests. We will resume reading the 
rest of the book as a class. As you read, consider the following questions and ideas:  

1. What’s the 10,000 hour rule? Do you believe this rule is realistic and achievable for 
all individuals? Discuss how you could apply this rule to your life.  

2. Gladwell cites many privileges and advantages that contribute to one’s success. 
Which case/argument do you find the most convincing? Why?   

3. What advantages have you benefitted from? Why haven’t they been enough to    
catapult you to the outlier level of success? Alternatively, if you consider yourself 
very successful, to what do you attribute your success?  

10th Grade: World Literature and Composition 
The Odyssey by Homer 

Homer’s classic epic tells the story of Odysseus and his return home. After the 10-year 
Trojan War, Odysseus begins his journey back to his homeland, his wife Penelope, and 
his son Telemachus. The Odyssey tells the story of the challenges Odysseus faces on 
his journey and those that await him when he returns home. Students in World Litera-
ture and Composition will need to read books 1,4,5,9, and 10. Students in Honors 
World Literature and Composition will need to read books 1-8. All students should 
expect to read additional books of The Odyssey when the semester begins. As you 
read, consider the following: 

1. What are the gods like?  Why are they introduced before Odysseus? How is divine 
intervention portrayed in the opening books?  

2. Pay particular attention to the concept of justice. How is it defined for the various 
sets of characters? How is justice put into practice?     

3. Additionally, pay close attention to the concept of hospitality. How is it defined? How 
is the concept of hospitality put into practice?    



11th Grade: American Literature and Composition 
A Gathering of Old Men by Ernest J. Gaines 

Set on a 1970s Louisiana cane farm, the novel addresses racial discrimination and a 
bond that cannot be usurped. In mid afternoon, a white woman named Candy discovers 
that a Cajun man has been shot by a black man. In order to protect the fate of this man, 
she enlists the help of every other black man she can get. She uses a system of young 
children to spread the message to every man to come to the house where the killing 
happened with a shotgun and one empty number 5 shell, so that when Sheriff Mapes 
comes to investigate, he would not be able to prosecute the correct murderer. The pride 
and bravery that the men demonstrate even in the face of jail or death is inspiring. It 
shows the community, friendship, and loyalty that black men in the presence of racial 
tension need to have to overcome the adversity given to them by the white community. 
As you read, consider the following question,  

1. Noting the title, why did Gaines make the protagonists plural? Why couldn’t this be 
told from the perspective of one person? 

2. What is Gaines saying about how struggles against inequality have affected, as a 
group, black men and the community he calls “the quarter”? What might he be say-
ing about the value of strength in numbers in resisting injustice?  

3. Based on the novel, what role do the cemetery and the past play in relation to A 
Gathering of Old Men and to Gaines himself? 

11th & 12th Grade: ACC The Process of Composition 
We Were Eight Years in Power by Ta-Nehisi Coates 

We Were Eight Years in Power collects the essays Coates wrote for The Atlantic over 
the course of President Obama’s 8 years in office. The book also includes introductions 
Coates wrote looking back on the essay addressing both its content and his writing 
process. Before school begins in August, you need to read the first six chapters. We will 
then finish the book over the course of the first quarter. As you read, consider the follow-
ing questions and prompts: 

1. What do you make of the way Coates writes? Is he knowledgeable about this sub-
ject matter? If so, where does that knowledge come from? What about his form? 
How does he construct sentences, paragraphs, and essays as a whole? How does 
he move from one idea to another? How does he draw connections within para-
graphs and between them?  

2. Did any of the six essays stand out to you? If so, why? What did that essay have 
that the others lacked?   

3. What do you make of the “Notes” that introduce each essay? Do they provide 
Coates with credibility? Are they honest? Do you feel as though they provide insight 
into what it was like to write the essay?  



12th Grade: Analysis of Literature and Modern Media  
The Graduate by Charles Webb 

The Graduate tells the story of Benjamin Braddock, a recent college graduate with the 
world at his fingertips. Ben has always followed the direction set forth by his parents and 
other authority figures, but now his future’s up to him. Ben faces an existential crisis, 
unsure of his place and purpose in the world, and for the first time in his life decides to 
reject the straight-and-narrow. Forgoing graduate school and an illustrious career in 
“plastics,” he instead opts to fall into an affair with the older Mrs. Robinson. Ben grap-
ples with the realities of life as an adult that he soon learns he’s ill-equipped to handle. 
While reading the novel, consider the following questions:   

1. At the start of the novel, why is Ben so disillusioned by his present reality? 
How do others in his life, particularly his parents react to his crisis? Explain to 
your best ability what Ben is going through.  

2. Why does Ben choose to have an affair with Mrs. Robinson? Does it fulfill 
what he saw was lacking in his life? Conversely, why does Mrs. Robinson 
have an affair with Ben? What are the driving forces that led the two of them 
to make such a decision?  

3. Are Ben’s feelings for Elaine genuine? If so, what’s changed in Ben? If not, 
what’s going on? Why is Ben willing to sacrifice everything for another fleeting 
moment?  

12th Grade: Contemporary Issues in Literature  
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 

Part fiction, part memoir, The Things They Carried tells the story of Tim O’Brien and Al-
pha Company. O’Brien is a Vietnam veteran and his book tells his story both before, 
during, and after the war. The book does not tell a linear story, but instead, jumps 
around in time. Each story and essay can be read independently, but also work together 
to create a single mosaic. As you read, consider the following questions:   

1. O’Brien published his book in 1990. Why does he fell compelled to return to 
the Vietnam era? Does his story help the reader understand our contempo-
rary times? Is it a book limited to a soldier’s experience in a specific war, or 
does it strive to address universal themes?  

2. How does O’Brien feel about the men of Alpha Company? Are they depicted 
as heroes? Villains? Children? Men? How does he use narratives to create 
this depiction?  

3. O’Brien focuses much of his attention on the concept of courage. How does 
he define it in this book? Do you agree with is definition? Do you agree with 
his application of that definition to himself? Do you consider any of the other 
characters in the book courageous?  



12th Grade: Creative Writing 
On Writing by Stephen King 

On Writing is a personal book that discusses writing through the author’s experi-
ences. You don’t just learn about writing techniques, you learn about Stephen 
King, his family, the struggles he has endured (pre- and post-fame), and what 
makes him tick as a popular horror novelist. The book is divided into three parts. 
The first part is about King’s life. The second is about the craft of writing. The 
third returns to his life and explores the car accident that almost ended his writing 
career. As you read, consider the following questions:  

1. Do you agree with Stephen King that the desire to write always starts with a 
love of reading?   

2. King’s wife Tabitha is his “Ideal Reader,” the one person audience he has in 
mind when writing a first draft. When you write, do you envision a particular 
Ideal Reader? Who is that person? Why? What are the reader’s ideal charac-
teristics? 

3. While King delights in the nuts and bolts mechanics of the writing process, he 
concedes that good writing involves magic as well. Do you agree with King’s 
assertion that “while it is impossible to make a competent writer out of a good 
one, it is possible with lots of hard work, dedication and timely help, to make a 
good writer our of a merely competent one.”? To what degree chan a writer be 
make? To what extent can writing be taught? What writerly sills do you come 
by naturally, and which have you had to work to acquire or improve?  

12th Grade: Post-Apocalyptic Literature  
Lucifer’s Hammer by Larry Niven and Jerry Pournelle 

Lucifer’s Hammer is set in a time after a giant comet smashes into the earth and de-
stroys most of civilization. Some humans survive and are left to pick up the pieces. Over 
the summer read parts I and II of the novel. As you read, consider the following ques-
tions:   

1. What, if anything, could have been done to prevent this apocalypse?  
2. What steps will humans have to take to reorganize and to rebuild?  
3. What does this experience teach us about humanity?  



12th Grade: The Holocaust in the Media  
Man’s Search for Meaning by Viktor Frankl 

Psychiatrist Viktor Frankl's memoir has riveted generations of readers with its descrip-
tions of life in Nazi death camps and its lessons for spiritual survival. This will be the text 
used to discuss and analyze literature, movies and documentaries. When reading this 
weighty text, consider the following questions:   

1. What were the "phase 1" reactions following entry into the concentration 
camp scene?  What were the "“phase 2" reactions to being well-entrenched in 
the concentration camp routine?  What were the "phase 3" reactions to being 
released and liberated from a concentration camp?  Explain your understand-
ing of the gradual shift in reactions. 

2. According to Frankl, “An abnormal reaction to an abnormal situation is nor-
mal.” What is does he mean by this paradox? How can you relate it to a time 
in your own life? 

3. Explain how responsibility is a crucial component of logotherapy.   

12 Grade: ACC Introduction to Literature 
The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoevsky 

Students will need to read the first four books of The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor 
Dostoevsky. Use the book I provided you and the study guide. If you misplace either 
over the summer, email me at ddurso@duchesne-hs.org and I can arrange for you to 
pick up another. 

mailto:ddurso@duchesne-hs.org

