
Hi all,


On Wednesday we held our last parent book club of the year, our last formal discussion of Ron 
Lieber’s The Price You Pay for College. As a handful of you have noted, in both formal and 
informal conversations about the book, it is not perfect. It left many of us with more questions 
than answers. As frustrating as that experience can be, I also think it is a fairly typical 
experience when reading texts in the humanities. With philosophy in particular, often the goal in 
exploring an idea is unearthing questions. As a work of philosophy, The Price You Pay for 
College succeeds; it prompted me to think deeply and differently about how and why students 
select the colleges they select. As a “how to guide,” it is more frustrating than helpful. I hope, 
however, that the value of the former outweighs the annoyance of the latter. 


I’d like to turn my attention to next year and start thinking about what would be a book worth 
discussing with our community. It seems to me that we could go a couple of ways. The book at 
the top of my list is Isabel Wilkerson’s Caste. Last year I started a faculty book club, and we 
read Wilkerson’s previous book, The Warmth of Other Suns. That book tells the story of 
America’s Great Migration, the movement of six million Black southerners out of the deep 
South and into cities across the country. The book is fascinating and insightful, both for the 
history is tells and the way Wilkerson tells it. To communicate the movement of six million 
people over six decades, Wilkerson focuses of the personal stories of three families. More 
often than not, reading Wilkerson feels more like reading a novel; one easily becomes invested 
in the lives of the families she depicts. The teachers who participated in the book club last year 
loved it. Wilkerson’s new book could be an option for us next year. 


A history, however, may not be right for us. If not a social history like Wilkerson’s Caste, next 
year’s parent book club could go in a couple of different directions. We could return to the 
topic of colleges and how to go about selecting them. Another possibility would be to look at 
the students attending those colleges. There are countless sociological, psychological, and 
physiological studies about adolescents. A book that examines how the adolescent brain 
works differently than adult brains and how recognizing the difference could help us interact 
with the adolescents in our lives might be our path. Yet another option along a similar front 
might be to read a novel focused on adolescents. As a literature teacher, this last option would 
always appeal to me. Finally, the last category could be a work of public theology. Theology 
texts like the closely related works of philosophy can be dense and difficult. These disciplines, 
however, also have authors who envision a more general audience for their works. 


I hope to grow our parent book club, so I am seeking recommendations. If you are interested in 
joining next year and one type of book appeals to you more than another, please let me know.  


Thanks,


Dominic D’Urso 




Upcoming Events   

January 16	 Martin Luther King Day: No School


January 17	 Home Girls Basketball


January 19	 Swim Team Senior Night: 3:30 at the St. Charles YMCA


January 20	 Basketball Double Header: We will honor our state semi-
finalist football team between the Girls and Boys games. 
Following that ceremony, we will honor the 2003 State 
Championship Girls team. Finally, we are also bringing back 
alumni to perform with our current Diamondline. It should be 
a great night. 


January 26	 Home Girls Basketball


January 30	 Registration Opens: Freshmen, sophomores, and juniors 
will begin to sign-up for classes in the 2023-24 academic 
year. Registration closes on February 3rd. Prior to January 
30th, students will be given information by their Communio 
teachers about their graduation progress (classes they have 
taken, and those they still need to take), and a worksheet. 
These documents, their Communio teachers, and their 
guidance councilors should help them plan the necessary 
schedule. Students and families will be receiving detailed 
instructions about the process soon. Registering by the 
February 3rd deadline is important and helps the 
administration make decisions about staffing.   



