Pioneer Philippine Lands
in Saint Louis

August 22 to September 1, 1818



Auguste Chouteau Pierre Lacléde




Painted by August Becker, this mural in the Old Courthouse depicts the arrival of Auguste Chouteau and his men
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Map of St, Louis in 1780
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Oldest Known Picture of St. Louis

:
This picture is believed to show the fur frading post as it was In 1814 man. The view Is of the'riverfront from the present Walnut to Pine streets.
and is from an engraving on a $10 bank note issued by the Bank of St. A keel boat is shown moored fo the bank. Building at left on skyline is at
Louis in I817. It is from the collection of St. Louis attorney Eric P. New- approximate site of log cathedral but has not been positively identified.
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Identification chart for buildings in the engraving: (1) Market House built
in 1812; (2) Laclede-Chouteau House with stockade and warehouse, built
b;' Laclede Liguest in 1764; (3) Bernard Pratte stone house, built before
1782; (4) William Smith store and residence, built in 1812; (5) Barthclo-
mew Borthold store and residence, built in 1812; (6) Manuel Lisa brick
house, built in 1813 (Lisa, a fur trader built the Old Rock House in 1818);

(7) Silvestre Labadie Jra stone house; (8) Labadie family mansion, built
1770 by Joseph Paping (9) Labadie outbuilding; (10) Labadie stable;
(11) house of William €lark, the explorer; (12) Charles Gratiot house;
13) McKnight and Brady store with bcarding house above; (14] stone
tower, Fort San Carlos!at Fourth and Walnut streets; (15) fur storage
sheds where the 'I-rapperé_ pelts wera stored.
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ST. LOUIS RIVERFRONT - FUR TRADING
POST from engraving on bank note issued in
1817. This is the way St. Louis looked on the
arrival of Mother Duchesne and companions
in 1818. The Fort near center of skyline was
at 4th and Walnut Streets. House in middle
of picture was home of Bernard Pratte family
where nuns were cordially welcomed during
their brief stop-over. The riverfront is the
present site of the Jefferson National Expan-
sion Memorial.

Reproduction, courtesy of:

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society
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August 21, 1818

The nuns are welcomed to St. Louis by Bishop DuBourg and invited to
stay at the home of General and Mrs. Bernard Pratte, who are parents
of two sons and five daughters.



General and Mrs. Bernard Pratte, Senior




St. Louis Hospitality

So Mother Duchesne and her companions were welcomed to the
newly renovated home, and there they remained for three weeks
in the midst of kindness and consideration that rivaled even the
charity of the Ursulines.

The Prattes were a happy French Catholic family, presided over
by a charming Creole mother, who had been Emilie Labbadie,
and including two sons and five daughters.

They were related to “almost everybody in town,” as their
maternal grandmother was Pelagie Chouteau, sister of the co-
founder of St. Louis, and intermarriage had been frequent
among the best Creole group in town.









Future Students

Mr. Pratte is going to entrust to us his five daughters in
succession.

His wife is the most highly esteemed person in the city. Her

five little girls, though dreadfully spoiled, have taken such a

fancy to us that they want to come to our school, wherever it
may be.

In season and out of season Celeste torments her parents at
least four or five times a day to send her to school sooner
than they planned.

A great number of their cousins, all delightfully well-
mannered, have come to see us and want to be our pupils.
One of them could not sleep for joy the night we arrived.

Emilie and Therese Pratte had obtained their father’s solemn
promise that they would be the first pupils of the boarding
school, once Mother Duchesne and her companions were
settled in their new home.
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What if Philippine Stayed in St. Louis?

The if’s of history furnish fascinating material
for speculation. If General Pratte had had his
way, the American life-story of Philippine
Duchesne might have been quite different in
many respects from the tale of struggle with
poverty, anxiety, hardship, isolation, and
suffering that stamped her thirty-four years
on the frontier.



Callan, Louise. Philippine Duchesne: Frontier Missionary of the
Sacred Heart. Maryland:Newman, 1957. Print.



