
Sophomore English  

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte  

"My greatest thought in living is Heathcliff. If all else perished, and he remained, I should still 

continue to be... Nelly, I am Heathcliff! He's always, always in my mind: not as a pleasure... but 

as my own being." Wuthering Heights is the only novel of Emily Bronte, who died a year after 

its publication, at the age of thirty. A brooding Yorkshire tale of a love that is stronger than 

death, it is also a fierce vision of metaphysical passion, in which heaven and hell, nature and 

society, are powerfully juxtaposed. Unique, mystical, with a timeless appeal, it has become a 

classic of English literature. 

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom  

Corrie Ten Boom stood naked with her older sister Betsie, watching a concentration camp 

matron beating a prisoner. “Oh, the poor woman,” Corrie cried. “Yes. May God forgive her,” 

Betsie replied. And, once again, Corrie realized that it was for the souls of the brutal Nazi guards 

that her sister prayed. 

 

Both woman had been sent to the camp for helping the Jews. Christ’s Spirit and words were their 

guide; it was His persecuted people they tried to save—at the risk of their own lives; it was His 

strength that sustained them through times of profound horror. 

 

Here is a book aglow with the glory of God and the courage of a quiet Christian spinster whose 

life was transformed by it. A story of Christ’s message and the courage woman who listened and 

lived to pass it along—with joy and triumph! 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams  

Seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is 

plucked off the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition of The 

Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing as an out-of-

work actor. 

Together this dynamic pair begin a journey through space aided by quotes from The Hitchhiker's 

Guide ("A towel is about the most massively useful thing an interstellar hitchhiker can have") 

and a galaxy-full of fellow travelers: Zaphod Beeblebrox--the two-headed, three-armed ex-hippie 

and totally out-to-lunch president of the galaxy; Trillian, Zaphod's girlfriend (formally Tricia 

McMillan), whom Arthur tried to pick up at a cocktail party once upon a time zone; Marvin, a 

paranoid, brilliant, and chronically depressed robot; Veet Voojagig, a former graduate student 

who is obsessed with the disappearance of all the ballpoint pens he bought over the years. 

  

The Maze Runner by James Dashner 

When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his first name. His 

memory is blank. But he’s not alone. When the lift’s doors open, Thomas finds himself 

surrounded by kids who welcome him to the Glade—a large, open expanse surrounded by stone 

walls. 



 

Just like Thomas, the Gladers don’t know why or how they got to the Glade. All they know is 

that every morning the stone doors to the maze that surrounds them have opened. Every night 

they’ve closed tight. And every 30 days a new boy has been delivered in the lift. 

 

Thomas was expected. But the next day, a girl is sent up—the first girl to ever arrive in the 

Glade. And more surprising yet is the message she delivers.  

 

Thomas might be more important than he could ever guess. If only he could unlock the dark 

secrets buried within his mind, 

When the Legends Die by Hal Borland 

When the Legends Die traces the life path of the novel's protagonist Thomas Black Bull, a Native 

American Ute from Southwestern Colorado. As a young boy, Tom lives with his mother Bessie 

and his father George Black Bull in Pagosa. However, when George Black Bull kills Frank No 

Deer for having repeatedly stolen money from him, the family must flee the town. Returning to 

the wilderness, they live happily in the old Ute way. One winter day, an avalanche kills Tom's 

father as he hunts in a valley. Tom adopts the name "Bear's Brother," as well as the role of the 

man of the family. When Bessie returns to Pagosa to visit the general store, she learns that her 

husband's name has been cleared but still hesitates to move back into town. The following 

winter, Bessie becomes ill and dies. Living alone in the wilderness, Tom befriends many animals 

and becomes particularly close to a bear cub whom he considers his closest friend and his 

brother. 

When another Ute, Blue Elk, approaches Tom, allegedly to encourage him to spread knowledge 

of the old Ute ways to the townspeople of Pagosa, Tom agrees to travel there. His bear 

accompanies him on his journey.  

 Pillars of the Earth  by Ken Follett 

The Pillars of the Earth is a historical novel by Ken Follett published in 1989 about the building 

of a cathedral in the fictional town of Kingsbridge, England. It is set in the middle of the 

12th century, primarily during the Anarchy, between the time of the sinking of the White Ship 

and the murder of Thomas Becket. The book traces the development of Gothic architecture out 

of the preceding Romanesque architecture and the fortunes of the Kingsbridge priory against the 

backdrop of actual historical events of the time.  Before this novel was published, Follett was 

known for writing in the thriller genre. The Pillars of the Earth became his best-selling work.  

  

 Walking Across Egypt Clyde Edgerton  

Mattie’s life, strange though it may sound, took a turn for the positive when she met the town 

dogcatcher, a fortunate meeting for both of them, actually. The dogcatcher, who had come to 

Mattie’s to pick up the stray dog she called about, became her rescuer when he cut her out of the 
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bottomless rocking chair she had accidentally wedged herself into several hours earlier. That 

was, of course, fortunate for Mattie. As a result of that timely meeting, the dogcatcher found 

himself being treated to regular home-cooked meals by Mattie; that was fortunate for the 

dogcatcher. 

But more importantly for Mattie, the dogcatcher had a nephew who was in juvenile detention. 

The real heart of Walking Across Egypt is the relationship between Mattie and 16-year-old 

Wesley whom she takes to visiting at the reformatory. Wesley, who preceded his stay in the 

reformatory with some years growing up in an orphanage, gave Mattie a new reason for living. 

She believes strongly that she should follow the Lord’s instruction to “love the least of these my 

brethren” and is certain that Wesley qualifies as her personal “least of these my brethren.” 

Where the Broken Heart Still Beats  by Carolyn Meyer 

 Where the Broken Heart Still Beats is a fictionalized version of the story of 

Cynthia Ann Parker, who was captured by Comanches when she was about 

nine years old. . Twenty-four years later, she is the wife of a chief and the 

mother of a young warrior destined to become the great chief Quanah Parker. 

But in 1861 Cynthia Ann Parker and her infant daughter are recaptured, and 

returned against their will to a white settlement. “A skillful examination of how 

individual identity is determined by cultural and social structures, and of what 

happens when these are drastically altered.” 

  

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain     

  
An 1876 novel about a young boy growing up along the Mississippi River. The 

story is set in the Town of "St. Petersburg", inspired by Hannibal, Missouri, 

where Mark Twain lived.  
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